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full of blank spaces and numerous 




rities, is 



invaluable in many respects and reference is made 
to it under the letters “ 



Tf *■ 



“Kitab al-Ilmam” was cited by older writers and modern 
ones. Amongst those who made a special notice on it are the 
famous fifteenth century historians ibn Hajar (d.852 A.H./1449 
A.D.) and al-Sakhawi (d. 902 A.H./I496 A.D.). The biblio- 
philes Hajji Khahfah and ‘Umar Rida Kahhalah both include 
it in their definitive listing of authors from the Islamic age. 6 



It is hardly possible to conclude this preface without 
commemorating my friend the late Eh. Combe whose promi- 
nent role in dealing with both the text and the French 
translation thereof is noteworthy. Personally, I am aware 
that he devoted numerous decades of his rich scholarly life to 
those tasks, and it is only hoped that a French Orientalist may 
come forward to undertake the editing of the complete or 
partial translation of this important work. 






y 






Finally it is my duty to put on record my personal 
appreciation of both the Deccan government and the organi- 
zation of Dairatul Ma‘aref al-Osmaniyah for making the 

edition of this work a reality. 

# * 

Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S.A. A.S. Atiya 

February 1967 



(6) See notes and excerpts in the Arabic Introduction. 
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PREFACE* 



r-p 

X HE present work is here published for the first time in 
the "Da’iratu'l Ma'arif ihOsmaniya” Series. Hitherto a rare 
manuscript, it was composed by Muhammad b. Oasim b. 



Muhammad al-Nuwairi al-Maliki al-Iskandarani who died 

. 

after the year 775 A.H./l 372 A.D. It was written under the 
title of c 'Kitab al-Ilmam bil-Flam fl ma Jaratbihi al-Ahkam 
wal-’Umur al-Maqdiyah fi waq'at al-Iskandariya wa ‘Auduha 
ila Halatiha al-Mardiyah.” This was done after the catas- 

n 

ti'ophe which befell the city in the crusade of the Cypriots 
and their allies from Europe in the year 767 A.H./1365 A.D. 
They destroyed what they could desti'oy, looted what they 
were able to carry away from its treasures, then departed 
after a few? days during which the city witnessed a calamity 
greater than hny other in its Ion 

The original aim of the author from writing this book 
was to put on record his memoirs and observations and what- 
ever he could compile in the way of data on that ill-advised 

crusade. But he was carried away by the cita- 
tion of diverse materials in long statements of belles-lettres, 






history, jurisprudence, theology, tradition, fiction and other 
subjects with no bearing on the original theme of the book to 
the extent that it became more in the nature of a literary 
compendium than a special historical register. 

(i) ThisfPrefaee is a summaiy of the salient of the fuller Arabic Introduction, 
avoiding reiteration of the Arabic excerpts from the sources for space 
economy. However, the method of approach to the text and the 
handling of the manuscripts has not been curtailed. In the matter of 



notes, the reader is constantly referred to 
accompanying the Arabic text. 



the 



fuller k versions 



But this joint project came to a standstiU with the decease 
my distinguished colleague on 9 July 1962 at the age di 



eighty-one in Cairo. His death was an irreparable loss tb 
the history of Alexandria of whose archaeology and Islamic 

sources he was the most competent authority. At that mo- 

* 

ment„. I had already completed my own share in the process 
of editing those excerpts as planned while I was in the throes 
of preparing to return to my academic duties in the United 
States of America and the notes of the work were conseq- 
uently left in the hands of my colleague to complete the final 
touches and seek a publisher. Divine will decreed otherwise 
and his lamentable death occurred before the completion of 
this last phase, and the notes remained with his private co.llec- 

A- * 

tion in the Swiss Archaeological Institute of which he was 
Director. Consequently I wrote to my friend. and colleague 
Prof. Dr. Robert Rahn, Cultural Attache' at the Swiss 
Embassy in Cairo, to mediate officially with the approval of 
Madame Combe for salvaging the book material from his estate 



and for preserving it until I was able to recover it for revision 



and editing. Dr. Kahn, who was a friend of both parties , 
acted promptly and I w r as ultimately able to receive the book 
materials in the summer of 1964 and bring them with me to 

the New World. 

While I was contemplating a publisher, Dr. Mutid Khan, 
Director of Datiratu’l Ma'arif il-Osmania at the Osmaniyah 
University in Hyderabad, sent me a generous offer to under- 
take the publication of the Arabic text in his series, 4 more 
especially as the Government oi Deccan had appropriated 
sufficient funds for that purpose since tne Bankipore Libraxy 
in India was the depository of the only complete manuscript 
of the work. A condition of acceptance, however, was made 
to the effect that the edition must comprise the complete 

— ■ ■ . ■ *» b 

Arabic text. Thus reconsideration of the position of the 

r 

- — ™ "" ■ 

(4) Brackeimann, Gescb, Arab. Litt., Suppi. II, p, 34, was .aware of the 



H\'derabad intent to publish the MS. as early as, 1938. 






2 



Nevertheless, al-Nuwairi's book may indubitably be 
considered as a primary work of reference on that crusade 
from the Oriental or Egyptian side in much the same way as 
Guillaume de Machaut’s 2 work is to be regarded as its primary 
source in Old French. The two writers were eye-witnesses 

I 7 

les. Nevertheless Mach- 
aut's work enjoyed more attention from scholars and was 
published m the last century. However, this did not hinder 

ans from profiting by its contents as, for example, 
Herzsohn, Capitanovici, Paul Kahle, the late E'tienne Combe, 
and the writer of these lines. 3 The unwillingness of Orien- 
talists to edit that text till now may be ascribed to the nature 
of the book in which the ; 
style outside his prescribed subject to a multitude of peripheral 
and complex items calling for prolonged study and research 



some 




uthor digressed into aberrations of 



to which they were averse. 



However, my Own project of editing the manuscript of 



“Ivitab al-Ilmam” was conceived well-nigh thirty years ago 
during my study of the crusades of Peter I Lusignan. Thus 

k 

I started by reading the Berlin MS. in 1936. Afterwards, I 
learned that the late Professor E't. Combe the well-known 
Swiss Orientalist, then Director of the Alexandria Municipal 
Library, was diligently preparing an edition of the same text. 
So we exchanged notes on the subject for a time, and in the 
end agreed on co-operation in the publication of the purely 
historical excerpts, especially those relating to the city, to be 
accompanied by a French translation which could not englobe 
al-Nuwairi’s lengthy citations in side tracks of no import to 
the western readers saving a few Orientalists whose limited 
numbers could hardly justify a gigantic task. 












(2) La prise d’ Alexandria. Ed. Mas Latrie. Geneva 1877. See relevant note 
in the Arabic text for a fuller statement of the western sources of the 



Crusade. 



(3) See relevant notes on these works in the Arabic Introduction. 
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■sdli'o'ttj o£ t thef.tg&t, it .has 



as a* 




and Cairo 





were 




by t?lse~sabib' serifoe';. not only on 



were 




• * - • - •* f 

copies of the authors autographed .manuscript as is .evident 

^ I I, V r— ^ 

from the Carlo colophon. Moreover, the Berlin- Cauro MS. 

~ _ . - . • .1 ;■* *. y 

is on the whole accur ate in style and suffers much less 'than 

4 - - - ’ ^ 

ofe from blank spaces. However, the Bankipore 

~ , , - « l 

comprises passages fallen out of the Berlin-Cairo, and the two 
together give us an almost complete version. While keeping the 
Berlin-Cairo intact in the text, addenda from Bankipore are 

r * 

presented in parallel footnotes* Collation of important var- 
iants is adopted, though we have decided to overlook' the 
innumerable verbal variants which have no bearing on the 
essence of the MS. and which would have rendered the 
edition unwieldy with meaningless and endless details. * ...... 

The strange phenomenon is that neither the Berlin nor the 

O j. 

. bear the name of the author on the tide page 
which led both Ahlwardt and Brockelmann to describe it- in 
their early works as anonymous. On the other hand, the 
Bankipore MS., and for that matter a small tract of the same 

work in the British Museum, appear under the false au thorn 

■ * . . •» *— k 

ship of the geographer al-Waqidi. The correct name oi the 
* » _ < ** •• 

author has been denoted in the critical notes of the text. 

^ * > 

- - In fine*, the MSS. used in the- collation of this text are" 





<. • 



three : 



_ . i -s." 



(1) The Berlin 




consisting of two parts in one 



volume appears under no. We 359, 360 (See Ahl- 
wardt, vol. VII, p. 79, no 7865). Reference to it 

is made under the letters 



k ‘ y ' 



(2) The Cairo 




which is a continuation of th 






Berlin one by the same scribe, is preserved in 
“Dar al-kutub” under no. 1449 Hist, and reference 

is made to it under the letter ‘ ; 



4 





4 



i 



excerpts prepared in collaboration with M. Combe became 

. ▲ 

and I accepted the new challenge owing to the 
reasons : 

First, the method of editing the ancient Arabic texts in 
full is sound in principle and its merits outweigh its demerits. 




Secondly, the decision to overlook the translation of the 
excerpts relieves the editor from excluding the peripheral 
citations of the text which may be of import to the Arab 
reader rather than the Orientalist. 



Thirdly, the sections omitted for irrelevance to the orig- 
inal theme of the crusade of Alexandria in the fourteenth 
century comprise numerous passages of folklore literature and 
mediaeval Islamic fiction together with a multitude of minor 
poets and poetry unknown in literary studies- — a realm indeed 
of unusual value to literary scholars. 



Fourthly, it is possible to concentrate the critical foot- 
notes on the historic sections only, and this is a task which" 
M. Combe and I have already accomplished in the original 
plan. Regarding the literary, poetic, juristic and epic mate- 
rial which I am restoring to the text alone, these are inserted 
with addenda from the Bankipore MS. and the identification 
is made of Qur’anic verses. 



.Fifthly, in spite of its peripheral citations, the book com- 
prises a considerable mass of data of archaeological importance 
to the Islamic story of the city together with important source 
material on subjects such as the seafaring craft in the Mediter- 
ranean of which the author was apparently a daily observer . 5 

It is hoped therefore that the afore-mentioned reasons 
justify the renewed effort to refill the gaps already left in the 
text according to the older plan, however toilsome and time 
consuming this task may be in the service of literary scholarship. 

* * * 

(5) See note • on the works of Giidmeister and Kindermann on this 
interesting topic* 
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to it under the letters u 



“Kitab al-Ilmam" was cited by older writers and modern 
ones. Amongst those who made a special notice on it are the 
^ s ^ t i ^ ^ i ^ ^ ^ s t orians ibn Hajar (d.852 A.H./1449 



A.D.) and al-Sakhawi (d. 902 A. H./ 1496 A.D.). The biblio- 
philes Hajji Khalifah and ‘Umar Rida Kabbalah both include 
it in their definitive listing of authors from the Islamic age.® 

It is hardly possible to conclude this preface without 
commemorating my friend the late E't. Gombe whose promi- 
nent role in dealing with both the text and the French 



translation thereof is noteworthy. Personally. I am aware 
that he devoted numerous decades of his rich scholarly life to 
those tasks, and it is only hoped that a French Orientalist may 
come forward to undertake the editing of the complete or 
partial translation of this important work. 



Finally it is my duty to put on record my personal 
appreciation of both the Deccan government and the organi- 
zation of Dairatul Ma‘aref al-Osmaniyah for making the 
edition of this work a reality. 



Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S.A. 
February 1967 



A.S. Atiya 



(6) See notes and excerpts in the Arabic Introduction. 
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